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Late 15th-16th century 

• Rulers in England 

•  Henry VII—1485-1509 

• Henry VIII- 1509-1547 

• Edward VI( minor, 10years old)1547-1553 

• Mary I-1553-589 first woman to rule 
England 

• Elizabeth I( Q.Mary’s sister)1558-1603 

• James I- 



Reformation: a religious movement 

• Also known as Protestant Reformation 

• European Christian reform movement that 
established Protestantism as a constituent 
branch of Christianity.  

• It was led by Martin Luther, John Calvin and 
other early Protestants.  

• The efforts of the self-described "reformers", 
who objected to ("protested") the doctrines, 
rituals and ecclesiastical structure of the Catholic 
Church, led to the creation of new national 
Protestant churches.  
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Pomp and glory: the Pope in the 

Sistine chapel 



The Church 

• Powerful Popes, especially Alexander VI, Julius II and 
Leo X 

• Corruption in the church; period of moral and spiritual 
decay in papal history 

• Alexander VI fathered seven children, by at least two 
mistresses, got the reformer Savonarola set aflame.   

• Selling of ‘indulgences’—pardons—rampant 

• Julius II played an important part in European politics; 
‘warlike Pope’-wore armour  

• Leo X, patron of Michelangelo and Raphael, inspired 
great achievements in art; sanctioned indulgences to 
raise funds for re-building St. Peter’s cathedral  

 



Reformers 

• Friar Savonarola of Florence: persuaded 
people to make a bonfire of their pictures, 
jewels, immoral books in a public square; 
thundered against the scandalous life of Pope 
Alexander, who used his power to get him 
condemned as a heretic and burnt. 

• Erasmus 

• Thomas More 

• Colet 

• Martin Luther 

 

 



…reformers 
 

 

• Erasmus, a poor scholar from 
Rotterdam, came to England in 
Henry VII’s reign( 1498); 
Professor of Divinity and Greek at 
Cambridge. Condemned Pope 
Julius’s marching in Rome at the 
head of a triumphal procession,’ 
as if he were Pompey or Caesar’. 
Emphasised the teaching of the 
Scriptures, the reading of the 
Bible*  and published his scholarly 
edition of The New Testament, 
with Latin translation and 
annotations.  

 

• “ The court of Rome clearly has 
lost all sense of shame; for what 
could be more shameful than 
these continued indulgences?” 



…reformers 

• Sir Thomas More of London; 
Studied at Oxford, where he 
met Erasmus and Colet; 
successful lawyer; distinction 
at  Parliament 

• Wrote ‘UTOPIA’– in Latin; an 
account of the ideas which 
inspired the 3 friends in their 
hopes for the future, and a 
satire on existing society; 
imagines a reformed church 
and a reformed world 

• Initially favoured by Henry VIII, 
who was charmed by his 
gentle nature and brilliance of 
wit 



…Oxford reformers 

• Colet: Dean of St. Paul’s;  dared to preach even  before 
Henry VIII against the king’s own policy; lecturer in 
Greek at Oxford  

• Colet, Erasmus and More– ‘Oxford reformers’, sought to 
guide the Church back to the ideals of its founder as 
portrayed in the new Testament; shocked at the semi-
paganism of Rome and Italy, though they had no desire 
to cut themselves adrift from the Church of Rome; 
believed that the new ideas of the Renaissance and 
humanism might be combined with the ideals of the 
Christian faith; wished to see not the Church overthrown 
form outside, but reformed from within.* 

 

 



The friar who shook the world 

• Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

• Lectured in theology at 
Wittenberg*, Germany;  sent to 
Rome in 1511 on a mission; 
appalled at the worldly lives of the 
popes and cardinals 

• In 1517, Friar Tetzel 
commissioned to raise money in 
Germany by selling indulgences*;  

• Luther wrote 95 theses ( topics for 
discussion) and nailed them to the  
church door at Wittenberg; 
tremendous effect, though Leo X 
thought it was just ‘friars wrangling 
as usual’ 

• Luther attacked the doctrine of 
papal supremacy and the 
sacramental system 

 

 

 



Protestants 

• Luther’s strong words against 
the Popes and cardinals were 
spread more easily due to the 
printing press  

• In 1520 Pope Leo X issued a 
bull of excommunication 
against Luther; Luther’s 
following enabled him to  
defiantly burn it in the market 
place at Wittenberg 

• Summoned to the Diet* of Holy 
Roman Empire at Worms; 
asked to recant his opinions. 
Luther replied that he dared 
not act against the Bible and 
his conscience which told him 
he was right. ‘here stand I. I 
can do no other. God help me. 
Amen.” 

• This defined the attitude that 
was later to be called 
Protestant.* 

 



Lutheranism 

• Luther translated the Bible into German for the 
benefit of his countrymen 

• Many protestant teachers, however, began to 
interpret the Bible in their own way, and imposed 
their own religious views on the people in a spirit 
of narrow intolerance 

• The reformation entered a disastrous political 
phase in Germany– many princes used it as an 
opportunity to throw off the Pope’s authority. 

• Civil war broke out between the Protestant and 
Catholic princes, led by Charles V in the year 
Luther died ( 1546) 





The reformation under Henry VIII 

• In 1521,when Luther appeared before the Diet of 
Worms, Henry VIII wrote his ‘Golden Book’, refuting 
Luther’s arguments 

• He sent the book to Leo X,saying that ‘ever since he 
knew Luther’s heresy in Germany, he had made it study 
how to extirpate it’. 

•  Leo X awarded him the title ,’Defender of the Faith’*  

• Luther had abusively replied: ‘Damnable rottenness and 
worm that he is… 

• Yet, ironically, the connection between Rome and 
England was severed through Acts of Parliament by 
Henry VIII, beginning the movement known as the 
English Reformation, though at that time it had a political 
basis. 



Hostility of England to papal power 

• Even though the spiritual influence of the Church 
over the people was very strong, Parliament was 
hostile to the wealth and privileges of the Church 
and anxious to keep control of the English 
Church in England. 

• In the 14th c. both Edward III and Richard II had 
issued statutes declaring papal appointments in 
England illegal and forbidding appeals to a 
foreign court. 

• Henry VIII used those statutes to make the 
breach with Rome. 

 



The genesis of the English Reformation 

• The immediate cause of 
the quarrel with the Pope 
was Henry VIII’s desire to 
divorce his wife, 
Catherine of Arragon*,  
and marry Anne Boleyn 

• His appeal to the then 
Pope Clement VII to 
annul the marriage could 
not be upheld**  

• Henry began his attack 
on papal power through  
his ‘Reformation 
Parliament’(1529-36) and 
arrest of Cardinal Wolsey 
for treason***  

 



The Reformation Parliament 

• Attacked clerical abuses by forbidding the 

holding of more than one ‘living’ 

• Regulated fees payable to the clergy and church 

courts for  wills, burials, etc. 

• Henry declared all Church property confiscate 

• The ‘Submission of the Clergy’ followed– they 

had to pay a large fine and recognise Henry as 

‘chief protector and supreme head of the Church 

and Clergy’ 

 



Further steps 
• Since the Pope had not annulled the king’s marriage, he decided to 

proceed without the Pope  

• Secretly married Anne Boleyn, then made Thomas Cranmer* 
archbishop of Canterbury– he declared the earlier marriage null and 
void, the secret marriage acknowledged, and Anne was crowned 
queen of England.  

• She gave birth to a daughter, Elizabeth (the future queen), who was 
considered illegitimate in the eyes of Catholic Europe, and also a 
major disappointment to Henry. 

• After Anne’s coronation, Parliament passed the Appeals Act, 
forbidding all appeals by English clergy to Rome 

•  Act of Succession passed**; all subjects were required to take the 
oath of the Succession –significantly, Sir Thomas More and Bishop 
Fisher refused and were imprisoned for high treason and 
beheaded*** 

• The lesser monasteries, which were wealthy and had huge land 
bequests, were also overthrown 

• This revolution could scarcely have been effected without the 
tacit support of the nation at large. 

 



The Church of England established 

• Act of Supremacy in 1534– the king as supreme 
head in earth of the Church of England, called 
‘Anglicana Ecclesia’. It understands itself to be both 
Catholic and Reformed: 

• Catholic in that it views itself as a part of the universal 
church of Jesus Christ in unbroken continuity with the 
early apostolic church.  

• Reformed in that it has been shaped by some of the 
doctrinal principles of the 16th century Protestant 
Reformation, in particular in the Thirty-Nine Articles and 
the Book of Common Prayer. 

• The connection with the Roman Catholic church was 
thus severed. 

 



The fallout  
• Henry VIII had managed to achieve the fusion of Church 

and State under the Sovereign. In defiance of the Pope 
the Church of England was now under Henry’s control, 
not Rome's . 

• But Henry was no Lutheran; he had no sympathy with 
the reformers in doctrine, and English Lutherans had 
been burnt at stake 

• Permitted no change in the traditional form of Catholic 
worship  

• However, Archbishop Cranmer was able to persuade 
him to allow an English Bible to be published 

• John Wycliffe’s Bible, translated in to English from Greek 
and Hebrew by an Oxford scholar, William Tyndale, was 
not allowed into England by Henry, and Tyndale was 
infact burnt as  a heretic. An ‘official’ translation from 
Latin was made by Miles Coverdale, and later another 
version  called the Great Bible was issued with the king’s 
authority and ordered to be used in all churches. 

 

 



… 

• Response to the reforms was mixed. The reforms, which 
closed down monasteries that were the only support of 
the impoverished, alienated most of the population 
outside of London and helped provoke the great northern 
rising of 1536–1537, known as the Pilgrimage of Grace. 
It was the only real threat to Henry's security on the 
throne in all his reign, but was effectively suppressed. 

•  Henry ordered the clergy to preach against superstitious 
images, relics, miracles, and pilgrimages, and to remove 
most candles. Relics were ridiculed as worthless old 
bones. 

• The catechism of 1545, called the King's Primer, left out 
the saints. 

•  Latin rituals gave way to English.  

• Shrines to saints were destroyed — including the 
popular one of St. Thomas of Canterbury. Thomas 
Becket was declared ‘a false saint and traitor to the 
supreme head of the Church’-his bones were burnt, the 
shrine pillaged and offerings confiscated. 

• .  
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• Henry VII finally had 
six wives, of whom 
two he got  
beheaded.  

• He had only one son, 
Edward, from Jane 
Seymour 

•  Edward succeeded 
him at age ten, died 
at fifteen. 



Five years of Edward VI’s ‘reign’, age 10-15  
• The govt was under a council of ministers headed by Edward’s 

uncle, the protestant Edward Seymour, later titled Duke of 
Somerset. 

• Somerset, as Protector, tried to modify Henry’s harsh system: 
repealed the heresy laws; no restrictions on the printing press or 
publication of the Scriptures 

• Consequently, England was besieged by a host of foreign preachers 
and reformers from Geneva, Zurich and Germany, all ready to 
propagate their views.   

• Introduced The First Prayer Book of Edward VI, a translation from 
the old Latin service books, with few traces of  the teachings of the 
German reformers. 

• Two years later, however, Somerset was deposed; parliament chose 
the Earl of Warwick. 

• The ‘Great Pillage of the Church’ ensued; Chantries*, guilds** and 
churches were attacked, robbed of their riches; pictures and images 
destroyed. The spoils replenished the Treasury. 

• Most of the church festivals were done away with, so holidays—
’holydays’ on which work was forbidden, were lost. 

 



Protestantism under fire 

• On Edward’s death, his sister 
Mary became the first woman 
to rule England. She was a 
devout catholic; so ended for a 
time the attempt to make 
England Protestant. 

• Her mission was to restore the 
papal supremacy and 
reconcile England with the 
Pope. 

• About 300 Protestants were 
burnt, including bishops and 
Cranmer, Archbishop of 
Canterbury; many fled 

• But the reformation could not 
be stamped out—now it was 
sealed with the blood of 
martyrs. 

 

 
 



 


