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Robert Frost  
(1874 – 1963) 

• Famous American Poet 

• Wrote thought provoking poems concerned with reality 

• Believed that “a poem begins in delight and ends in 
wisdom” 

• Poems have rustic settings and simplistic form 

• Awarded Pulitzer Prize for poetry four times 

• Famous Works – North of Boston (1914), New Hampshire 
(1923), West - running Brook (1928), A Further 
Range(1936), Complete Poems (1951) 



Theme of the Poem 

• The poem deals with the difficult task of decision making, a 
problem faced by ‘Everyman’. Each one of us stands on a 
juncture at various stages in life . 

• Robert Frost has described these choices by using the 
image of two roads which lead away from a common point. 
Both roads are attractive, but their end is hidden from view, 
so one is afraid which one would be the better one.  

• The poet says that the road not taken always seems a 
better choice  but there can be hurdles on either of the 
roads so there should be no regrets. 

• The road ‘less travelled’ might prove more difficult but one 
should be prepared for the consequences of one’s choices 
good or bad as they are irrevocable. 



Explanation 

• Stanza 1: The traveller is standing at the junction of 
two roads going in different directions. He deliberates 
for a long while to decide which one to take because 
he cannot see where either one is going because it 
curves and his hidden from sight. He is indecisive 
because both are equally appealing 

 
• Stanza 2: At first the traveller feels that though both 

the roads are equally attractive, his inclination is to 
choose the one that is more grassy and less used. But 
he modifies his statement later and says both are 
almost equally used 



Explanation 

• Stanza 3: On that particular morning the traveller finds that 
neither of the paths have been used as the leaves are 
untrampled and yellow, as they have not been crushed by 
feet. He impulsively decides to take one of them because 
he is not really aware of the advantages or disadvantages of 
either. But he is aware that he may never return to travel 
the other road, just as decisions in life are irrevocable 

 
• Stanza 4: The traveller will know the consequences only in 

the future. The word ‘sigh’ denotes that he maybe 
regretting his choice. His decision of course has been life 
changing but whether it was right or wrong has been left 
unspecified by the ambiguity of the last line.  
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