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 Percy Bysshe Shelley was one of the major 
English Romantic poets and is critically regarded 
as among the finest lyric poets in the English 
language.  

 Considered too radical in his poetry and his 
political and social views to achieve fame during 
his lifetime, recognition of his significance grew 
steadily following his death. 

  Percy Shelley was a key member of a close 
circle of visionary poets and writers that 
included George Gordon; Lord Byron; Leigh 
Hunt; Thomas Love Peacock; and his second 
wife, Mary Shelley, the author of Frankenstein. 



 The eldest legitimate son of Timothy Shelley — 
a Whig Member of Parliament — and his wife, 
a Sussex landowner, Shelley was born 4 August 
1792 at Field Place, Broadbridge Heath, 
nearHorsham, West Sussex, England.  

 He had four younger sisters and one much 
younger brother. 

  He received his early education at home, 
tutored by Reverend Evan Edwards of 
nearby Warnham. His cousin and lifelong 
friend Thomas Medwin, who lived nearby, 
recounted his early childhood in his "The Life of 
Percy Bysshe Shelley". It was a happy and 
contented childhood spent largely in country 
pursuits such as fishing and hunting 

 



 In 1802, he entered the Syon House Academy 
of Brentford, Middlesex. In 1804, Shelley entered Eton College, 
where he fared poorly, subjected to an almost daily mob 
torment his classmates called "Shelley-baits".  

 Surrounded, the young Shelley would have his books torn from his 
hands and his clothes pulled at and torn until he cried out madly 
in his high-pitched "cracked soprano" of a voice.[6] 

 On 10 April 1810, he matriculated at University College, Oxford. 
Legend has it that Shelley attended only one lecture while at 
Oxford, but frequently read sixteen hours a day.  

 His first publication was a Gothic novel, Zastrozzi (1810), in 
which he vented his early atheistic worldview through the villain 
Zastrozzi. In the same year, Shelley, together with his sister 
Elizabeth, published Original Poetry by Victor and Cazire. While 
at Oxford, he issued a collection of verses (ostensibly burlesque 
but quite subversive), Posthumous Fragments of Margaret 
Nicholson, with Thomas Jefferson Hogg. 
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 Four months after being expelled, on 28 August 
1811, the 19-year-old Shelley eloped to Scotland 
with the 16-year-old Harriet Westbrook, a pupil 
at the same boarding school as Shelley's sisters, 
whom his father had forbidden him to see. 

  Harriet Westbrook had been writing Shelley 
passionate letters threatening to kill herself 
because of her unhappiness at the school and at 
home.  

  Harriet Westbrook's 28-year-old sister Eliza, to 
whom Harriet was very close, appears to have 
encouraged the young girl's infatuation with the 
future baronet. The Westbrooks pretended to 
disapprove but secretly encouraged the 
elopement.  



 Sir Timothy Shelley, however, outraged that his 
son had married beneath him (Harriet's father, 
though prosperous, had kept a tavern) revoked 
Shelley's allowance and refused ever to receive 
the couple at Field Place. Shelley invited his 
friend Hogg to share his ménage but asked him 
to leave when Hogg made advances to Harriet. 
Harriet also insisted that her sister Eliza, whom 
Shelley detested, live with them.  

 Shelley was also at this time increasingly 
involved in an intense platonic relationship with 
Elizabeth Hitchener, a 28-year-old unmarried 
schoolteacher of advanced views, with whom he 
had been corresponding. Hitchener, whom 
Shelley called the "sister of my soul" and "my 
second self", became his muse and confidante in 
the writing of his philosophical poem Queen 
Mab, a Utopian allegory. 

 



 (1810) The Wandering Jew (published 1877) 

 (1810) Zastrozzi 

 (1818) Ozymandias 

 (1819) Ode to the West Wind  

 (1819) The Masque of Anarchy 

 (1819) Men of England 

 (1819) England in 1819 
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 "Ozymandias“ is a sonnet by Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, published in 1818 in the 11 January issue 
of The Examiner in London. It is frequently 
anthologised and is probably Shelley's most 
famous short poem. It was written in 
competition with his friend Horace Smith, who 
wrote another sonnet entitled "Ozymandias"seen 
below. 

 In addition to the power of its themes and 
imagery, the poem is notable for its 
virtuosic diction. The rhyme scheme of the 
sonnet is unusual and creates a sinuous and 
interwoven effect. 
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 Ode to the West Wind is an ode written by Percy 
Bysshe Shelley in 1819 near Florence, Italy. It 
was published in 1820 by Charles and James Ollier in 
London as part of the Prometheus Unbound, A Lyrical 
Drama in Four Acts, With Other Poems collection. 

  Some have interpreted the poem as the speaker 
lamenting his inability to directly help those in 
England owing to his being in Italy. At the same time, 
the poem expresses the hope that its words will 
inspire and influence those who read or hear it. 

 Perhaps more than anything else, Shelley wanted his 
message of reform and revolution spread, and the 
wind becomes the trope for spreading the word of 
change through the poet-prophet figure.  
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 Some also believe that the poem is due to the 
loss of his son, William in 1819 (to Mary Shelley). 
His son Charles (to Harriet Shelley) died in 1826, 
after "Ode to the West Wind" was written and 
published.  

 The ensuing pain influenced Shelley. The poem 
allegorises the role of the poet as the voice of 
change and revolution.  

 At the time of composing this poem, Shelley 
without doubt had the Peterloo Massacre of 
August 1819 in mind. 

  His other poems written at the same time—"The 
Mask of Anarchy," "Prometheus Unbound," and 
"England in 1819"—take up these same problems 
of political change, revolution, and role of the 
poet 
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 Shelley's unconventional life and uncompromising idealism, 

combined with his strong disapproving voice, made him an 

authoritative and much-denigrated figure during his life and 

afterward. He became an idol of the next two or three or even 

four generations of poets, including the important Victorian and 

Pre-Raphaelite poets Robert Browning, Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Algernon Charles Swinburne, as well as 

Lord Byron, Henry David Thoreau, W. B. Yeats, and Edna St. 

Vincent Millay, and poets in other languages such as Jan 

Kasprowicz, Jibanananda Das and Subramanya Bharathy. 

 Nonviolence 

 Henry David Thoreau's civil disobedience and Mohandas 

Karamchand Gandhi's passive resistance were influenced and 

inspired by Shelley's nonviolence in protest and political 

action.[38] It is known that Gandhi would often quote Shelley's 

Masque of Anarchy,[39] which has been called "perhaps the first 

modern statement of the principle of nonviolent resistance."[40] 

 

 



 1792- Percy was born on 4 August 1792. 

 1802- Percy was admitted into the Syon House Academy of Brent ford in 1802. 

 1804- Shelly went on to study at Eton College, Oxford University. 

 1810- He matriculated from the University. 

 1811- Shelley was expelled from Oxford. 

 1811- A pamphlet called The Necessity of Atheism was written and published by 
Shelley. 

 1811- Shelley married his first wife Harriet Westbrook in on 28 August. 

 1814- On 28 July 1814, Percy deserted his wife Harriet and daughter Lanthe. 

 1816- He wrote Alastor, the spirit of solitude in 1816. 

 1817- The History of Six Weeks Tour was published in 1817. 

 1816- Shelley's previous wife Harriet drowned herself. 

 1818- The Shelley couple moved to Italy. 

 1818- The Revolt of Islam was published in 1818. 

 1819- Their son Percy Florence Shelley was born in 1819. 

 1819- Shelley embarked on writing a tragedy poem The Cenci. 

 1822- Percy Shelley drowned in a storm on 8 July 1822.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






