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COLOUR



 COLOURS are important part of our life. We are 
surrounded with colours. Colours give us pleasure, 
increase our appetite and provide us serenity.

 Colour can be exciting or relaxing. They can create a 
feeling of warmth or coolness.

 Light is the source of colour. Colour is the impression 
received by the mind from certain stimulation of the 
retina of eye.



Scientists believe that an object does not have any colour of its own 
rather its colour is determined by its ability to absorb the light waves 
because all objects do not absorb the equally. Therefore, different 
colours are produced.

 When light falls on an object, some of its penetrates through its 
surface. The amount of light being penetrated and reflected depends 
upon the texture of the object.

 If an object absorbs all the colours except red then the red colour is 
reflected to the eye and the object looks red.

 White light is the mixture of all the colours. When sunrays fall on the 
round surface of the raindrops, these colours appear in the form of a 
rainbow. Similar effect can be produced by passing a beam of light 
through prism.



After passing through 
the prism, the light is 
divided into 7 colours 
arranged in a particular 
order known as 
SPECTRUM.

These are the 7 
colours – Violet, Indigo, 
Blue, Green, Yellow and 
Red. The arrangement 
of colours is denoted as 
VIBGYOR.

A white surface 
reflects all the colours 
and absorbs none but in 
black surface, all the 
colours are absorbed 
and none is reflected. 
Thus, black colour 
means absence of light.

Refraction of Light 
Through a Glass 

Prism



CHARACTERISTICS OF COLOURS

BASED ON PROPERTIES : According to A.H. Munsell, 
a famous American scientist studying about colours, each 
colour can be identified by 3 qualities, called Dimension
or  Characteristics of a colour, which can be used to 
describe or measure the colours.

1. Hue : The term ‘hue’ is the quality referring to the pure unmodified 
colours, i.e., the type of the colour. A name is given to distinguish it 
from other colours. The hues are 6 in numbers; red, orange, yellow, 
green, blue and violet. The hues are very beautiful but their excessive 
use can be tiring to the eye.



2. Value : Value is refer to the second dimension called ‘tonal value’. 
It is the amount of lightness or darkness in colours regardless of 
hue. The lightest value is WHITE and the darkest is BLACK. White is 
added to make the tints which is lighter than the normal value, and 
black is added to make the shades which are above the normal value. 
For example, Red + White = PINK

Red + Black = MAROON

3. Intensity : The third dimension is Intensity. Another term used 
for intensity is ‘chroma’. It refers to the brightness or dullness of 
a colour or its strength or its weakness. Light colours have been 
reduced in intensity are soft colours. All greyed colours are called 
TONES. 

Saturated colours are vivid (full of life) and of intense hue while 
unsaturated colours are often very beautiful and less tiring to the eye.





Colours can be explained on the basis of their properties as 
follows, for example,

a) HUE – brown

VALUE – dark, low value, because it reflects less light.

SATURATION – unsaturated, of low intensity because 
of the presence of black in it.

b) HUE – yellow

VALUE – light, high value because it reflects more light

SATURATION – saturated with high intensity



BASED ON QUALITY or EFFECT : Colours may differ 
from one another in their effect such as warm or cool, heavy 
or light and their ability to attract the eye.

1. Warm and Cool colours : One of the most important qualities of 
colour to be considered in interior decoration is its warmth or 
coolness. Colours that contain much yellow or red are considered to 
be warm; those contain blue are regarded as cool. Green and Purple 
are each made up of both a warm and a cool colours. 

Warm colours are the colours of sun-shine and Cool colours are 
associated with sky, water, ice and foliage. 

Warm colours can be used for the room facing north, because in these 
rooms, less light is received whereas Cool colours are good for those 
houses which face south. In colour scheme, cool colours should 
dominate, equal amounts are unpleasant.



WARM AND COOL COLOURS



2. Advancing or Receding Colours : Depending upon their 
intensity and value, colours have the ability to attract attention. Some 
colours such as red, yellow, orange seem to advance even when 
placed at the same distance as other colours. Therefore,  these are 
called Advancing Colours. Colours such as purple, blue, etc. Seem 
to be far away even though they are at equal distance with other 
colours. Therefore, these are called Receding Colours. Green 
colour seems to be neutral from this angle. Generally, warm colours 
are advancing colours and cool colour are receding colours. Yellow is 
most advancing and blue is most receding colours. Such colours, if 
used carefully make the interiors look very effective.



Advancing or Receding Colours



3. Heavy and Light Colours : According to interior decorators, 
some colours appear to be light and some appear to be heavy. Yellow 
and red colours are heavy whereas, purple and blue are light colours. 
This is the reason light colours are used for walls, roofs, furniture and 
heavy colours on carpet and mat. Heavy colours are usually used for 
men’s room or library, light weight colours are usually better in 
children’s and women’s room, depending of course on personal taste 
and colouring.

4. Bright and Dull Colours: Some colours such as yellow-orange, 
yellow, yellow-green etc are bright colours. These are more visible in 
dim light as compared to others i.e., they are more illuminous are 
better suited for dark rooms. These colours are intense, vivid and full 
of life. Violent and black are dullest of all colours such colours look 
dignified, muted and dull. They absorb light and create a serene, 
calm and restrained mood in rooms with bright light.



Heavy and Light Colours Bright and Dull Colours



5. Neutral Colours: Colours of low intensity are called neutral 
colours as they have only a tinge of hue present in them which can 
not be easily defined. Neutral colours are also prepared by mixing 2 
complimentary colours in equal proportions, thus they make each 
other ineffective. The neutral colours do not have a strong 
personality, therefore they are very competitive and are easy to blend 
with other colours. They are excellent colours are for background, 
basis and containers because they make the hues look more effective.



BASED ON PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS : It has been 
observed that colours produce a psychological effect. Some 
effects are common for all persons such as :

Blue Colour - It is less stimulating, therefore, it helps to concentrate. It 
is a cool colour and gives an effect of comfort and repose, but it cannot 
be used without giving proper consideration because its excessive use 
produces sadness. It can be effectively used in combination with other 
colours for bed rooms in areas having hot climate.

Green Colour – It is also cool and comfortable, but it is made up of 2 
colours – yellow and blue. Thus, its properties depend upon the 
amount of these 2 colours. Yellow-green gives warmth but more of blue 
colour gives it a comfortable effect. This colour is symbolic of jealousy.



Yellow Colour – This colour as is evident from sunlight, gives 
excitement and joy and is attractive. It is most luminous colour. On a 
cloudy day when there is no sun visible, some people feel physical and 
mental lethargy and no enthusiasm to work but they feel lively and 
active as the sun shines. It attracts faster, therefore, it is used for a 
caution at dangerous places. In interior decoration, it is best suited for 
less illuminated rooms. Its lighter tones can be used on walls.

Red Colour – Red is the colour of joy and excitement. It stimulates mind 
also. Medium red colour is symbolic to health also. It is also used for 
giving honour but it is a symbol of vigour and courage also and thus is 
associated with violence. In interior decoration, it can be used in a 
drawing room. Its use should be  restricted in warm areas or its lighter 
tones can be used.

Orange Colour – It is also a colour of vigour and excitement. Therefore, 
it should be in lesser quantity and in combination with other colours. 
Its excessive use creates restlessness after sometime.



Purple Colour – It is a colour of comfort. Earlier, it was obtained from 
selfish. Being very expensive, it was used for dyeing royal costumes. 
Even now, it is a symbol of royalty and elegance. Its excessive use can 
make it gaudy or dull depending upon the amount of red and blue 
colour present in it. Therefore, this colour should be used in 
combination with yellow, cream or orange colour.

Brown and Grey Colour – Brown is a colour of comfort ands warmth 
while grey is a cool colour. Excessive use of both these colours produces 
dullness. Therefore, these should be used in combination with other 
colours.

White Colour – White is a colour of joy and calmness. It is symbolic to 
purity and peace. In interior decoration, it can be used with red, yellow, 
orange and blue colours. It is suitable for the colour scheme of the 
kitchen because colours of food items, crockery and cutlery used, 
become more prominent in white background.



COLOUR WHEEL

Careful use of colours in the decoration makes the things looks attractive. 
It is necessary to know about some fundamental facts about colour, so 
that when various colours are used, they should look as one unit. It is 
learnt by experience about various aspects of colours such as qualities 
and properties of colour, the classification of colours, the light 
reflection  expected of colours, and certain associations made with 
various colours. The various colour schemes revolve round the use of 3 
basic colours ,i.e., red, yellow and blue.

Colours may be classified into 3 classes :

1. Primary

2. Binary or Secondary

3. Intermediate or Tertiary



COLOUR WHEEL



PRIMARY COLOURS

Yellow, Red , Blue

SECONDARY 
COLOURS

Orange, Purple, Green

TERTIARY COLOURS

Yellow-Orange, Orange-Red, Red-
Purple, Blue-Purple, Blue-
Green, Yellow-Green



 Primary Colours : Primary colours are the three colours that 
cannot be produced by mixing any other colours and which in different 
combinations form on the basis of all other colours. The primary 
colours are – red, blue and yellow.

 Secondary Colours : The colours obtained by mixing primary 
colours are known as secondary colours. These are green, orange 
and violet.

Red + Yellow = Orange

Yellow + Blue = Green

Red + Blue = Purple



 Tertiary Colours : Colours that are created by mixing a primary 
colour with its adjacent secondary colours are called tertiary colours.

Yellow + Green = Yellow-Green

Blue + Green = Blue-Green

Red + Purple = Red-Purple

Blue+ Purple = Blue-Purple

Red + Orange = Red-Orange

Yellow + Orange = Yellow-Orange

More shades of tertiary colours can also be prepared by changing the 
amount of colours added in them such as yellowish-green and greenish-
blue, reddish-purple and purplish-red and so on.



COLOUR SCHEMES

COLOUR SCHEMES means preparing such combinations by selecting
colours from the colour wheel that make interior decoration look more
effective, attractive and comfortable according to the season. Though
the choice and combination of colours depend upon personal liking nut
the colour schemes that are close to nature’s principles regarding
colours, are more effective and are generally liked. Intense colours are
never seen together in nature.

Colour schemes may be similar or contrasting. Similar colour schemes
are restless but sometimes monotonous. Contrasting harmonies are
interesting, but sometimes they are disturbing if they are too striking.

White, black and gray may be included in any harmony.



By combining the secondary and tertiary colours with primary colours, many 
colour schemes are created, which can be discussed under two heads :-

 RELATED COLOUR SCHEME : This scheme is based on one 
colour. Some are prepared by using light and dark shades of a 
single colour while others are prepared by using the adjoining 
colours. These are of three types :

1. Monochromatic colour scheme : In this colour scheme, only one 
colour is selected from the colour wheel and various tints and shades of 
this colour are used which have different intensity depending upon the 
white or black colour in them, Colours are used in such a way that they 
look distinctly different. This colour schemes is simple and attractive but 
sometimes it becomes quite boring. Careful selection of colours can make 
this colour schemes very effective and interesting.



2. Analogous colour schemes : In this colour scheme, colours 
adjoining each other in the colour wheel (neighbouring colours) are 
selected. This combination looks quite harmonious because all the 
colours used in this colour scheme have some part of the hue that is 
common among them, which makes it quite attractive. Selection of 
colours should be done with great care so that the colour scheme 
does not include only the very warm or very cool colours. One main 
colour is a must. For e.g. Yellow, yellow-green and green, etc.

3. Accented Neutral colour schemes : It is the simplest colour 
scheme in which one or two other colours are used with white, black 
or grey ,e.g., grey with red, etc. The combination of the neutrals if 
several different colorways makes for an engaging and charming 
entryway. 



TYPES OF RELATED COLOUR SCHEME



 CONTRASTING COLOUR SCHEMES : In this 
scheme, those colours are used that are far apart from 
each other in the colour  wheel. Many types of 
contrasting colour schemes can be made:-

1. Complementary colour scheme : this scheme is the one in which 
colours exactly opposite to each other in the colour wheel are used. 
This colour scheme very exciting. Generally, one colour is dominating 
and the other one subdued. Beautiful combinations can be prepared 
by using different shades of opposite colours. Such colours when used 
together further enhance each other’s beauty.



2. Split- Complementary colour scheme :  In this colour scheme, 
with a particular colour, the adjoining colours on both sides of its 
complementary colour in the colour wheel are used. This colour 
scheme forms the shape of Y in the colour wheel, e.g., yellow-orange, 
and yellow-green for two sides of Y and purple for its stem. In this 
colour scheme, more colours and shades can be included as 
compared to complementary colour scheme. Colours of split 
complementary colour scheme make beautiful combinations with 
grey or beige coloured background.

3. Split- Complementary colour scheme : This colour scheme 
forms the shape of X in the colour wheel, e.g., upper sides of X are 
yellow-orange and yellow-green and lower two sides are red-purple 
and blue-purple. There is a harmonious arrangement of dark and 
light colours in this colour scheme, which make it very well balanced 
and enthusiastic.



4. Triad colour scheme : In this colour scheme, three equidistant 
colours, .i.e., the colours at equal distance from each other in the 
colour wheel are used, e.g., red, yellow, blue. These colours need not 
to be used in their pure form. Many colours and shades can be 
selected of a triad colour scheme, e.g., red-orange, yellow-green and 
blue-purple; yellow-orange, blue-green and red-purple; etc.

While selecting a colour scheme, it must be kept in mind that no
colour is good or bad. What kind of effect can be produced of a
colour, it all depends upon its combinations with other colours.



Complementary 
colour scheme

Split- Complementary 
colour scheme

TYPES OF CONTRASTING COLOUR SCHEMES



Split- Complementary 
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Triad colour scheme


