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Statistics
Size: Approximately 22,402,200 square kilometers (land area 22, 272,000 square
kilometers); slightly less than 2.5 times size of United States.
Location: Occupied eastern portion of European continent and northern portion of
Asian continent. Most of country north of 50° north latitude.
Topography: Vast steppe with low hills west of Ural Mountains; extensive coniferous
forest and tundra in Siberia; deserts in Central Asia; mountains along southern
boundaries.
Climate: Generally temperate to Arctic continental. Winters varied from short and
cold along Black Sea to long and frigid in Siberia. Summers varied from hot in
southern deserts to cool along Arctic coast. Weather usually harsh and
unpredictable. Generally dry with more than half of country receiving fewer than
forty centimeters of rainfall per year, most of Soviet Central Asia northeastern
Siberia receiving only half that amount.
Water Boundaries: 42,777 kilometers washed by oceanic systems of Arctic, Atlantic,
and Pacific.
Land Use: 11 percent of land arable; 16 percent meadows and pasture; 41 percent
forest and woodland; and 32 percent other, including tundra.
Natural Resources: Oil, natural gas, coal, iron ore, timber, gold, manganese, lead,
zinc, nickel, mercury, potash, phosphates, and most strategic minerals.
Above section:.[1]

EXTENT OF AREA OF USSR
With an area of 22,402,200 square kilometres (8,649,500 sq mi), the Soviet Union
was the world's largest state. Covering a sixth of the Earth's land surface, its size
was comparable to that of North America. The European portion accounted for a
quarter of the country's area, and was the cultural and economic center. The
eastern part in Asia extended to the Pacific Ocean to the east and Afghanistan to
the south, and was much less populous. It spanned over 10,000 kilometres (6,200
mi) east to west across 11 time zones, and almost 7,200 kilometres (4,500 mi) north
to south. It had five climate zones: tundra, taiga, steppes, desert, and mountains.
The Soviet Union had the world's longest border, measuring over 60,000 kilometres
(37,000 mi), two-thirds of it a coastline of the Arctic Ocean. Across the Bering Strait
was the United States. The Soviet Union bordered Afghanistan, China,
Czechoslovakia, Finland, Hungary, Iran, Mongolia, North Korea, Norway, Poland,
Romania, and Turkey from 1945 to 1991.
The Soviet Union's longest river was the Irtysh. Its highest mountain was
Communism Peak (now Ismail Samani Peak) in Tajikistan, at 7,495 metres (24,590
ft). The world's largest lake, the Caspian Sea, lay mainly within the Soviet Union. The
world's largest freshwater and deepest lake, Lake Baikal, was in the Soviet Union.

Ethnic population
The Soviet Union was a very ethnically diverse country, with more than
100 distinct ethnic groups. The total population was estimated at 293
million in 1991. According to a 1990 estimate, the majority were
Russians (50.78%), followed by Ukrainians (15.45%) and Uzbeks
(5.84%).[112]
All citizens of the USSR had their own ethnic affiliation. The ethnicity of
a person was chosen at the age of sixteen[113] by the child's parents. If
the parents did not agree, the child was automatically assigned the
ethnicity of the mother. Partly due to Soviet policies, some of the
smaller minority ethnic groups were considered part of larger ones,
such as the Mingrelians of the Georgian SSR, who were classified with
the linguistically related Georgians.[114] Some ethnic groups voluntarily
assimilated, while others were brought in by force. Russians,
Belarusians, and Ukrainians shared close cultural ties, while other
groups did not. With multiple nationalities living in the same territory,
ethnic antagonisms developed over the years.[115

systems must be engineered to perform reliably in extremely low and high
temperatures; the health care field and the textile industry are greatly affected by the
ramifications of six to eight months of winter; and energy demands are multiplied by
extended periods of darkness and cold.
Despite its well-deserved reputation as a generally snowy, icy northern country, the
Soviet Union included other major climatic zones as well. According to Soviet
geographers, most of their country is located in the temperate zone, which for them
included all of the European portion except the southern part of Crimea and the
Caucasus, all of Siberia, the Soviet Far East, and the plains of Soviet Central Asia and the
southern Kazakh Republic.
Two areas outside the temperate zone demonstrated the climatic diversity of the Soviet
Union: the Soviet Far East, under the influence of the Pacific Ocean, with a monsoonal
climate; and the subtropical band of territory extending along the southern coast of the
Soviet Union's most popular resort area, Crimea, through the Caucasus and into Soviet
Central Asia, where there were deserts and oases.
With most of the land so far removed from the oceans and the moisture they provide,
levels of precipitation in the Soviet Union was low to moderate. More than half the
country received fewer than forty centimeters of rainfall each year, and most of Soviet
Central Asia and northeastern Siberia could count on barely one-half that amount. The
wettest parts were found in the small, lush subtropical region of

The long, cold winter had a profound impact on almost every aspect of life in the Soviet
Union. It affected where and how long people live and work and what kinds of crops are
grown and where they are grown (no part of the country has a year-round growing
season). The length and severity of the winter, along with the sharp fluctuations in the
mean summer and winter temperatures, imposed special requirements on many branches
of the economy: in regions of permafrost, buildings must be constructed on pilings, and
machinery must be made of specially tempered steel; transportation systems must be
engineered to perform reliably in extremely low and high temperatures; the health care
field and the textile industry are greatly affected by the ramifications of six to eight months
of winter; and energy demands are multiplied by extended periods of darkness and cold.
Despite its well-deserved reputation as a generally snowy, icy northern country, the Soviet
Union included other major climatic zones as well. According to Soviet geographers, most
of their country is located in the temperate zone, which for them included all of the
European portion except the southern part of Crimea and the Caucasus, all of Siberia, the
Soviet Far East, and the plains of Soviet Central Asia and the southern Kazakh Republic.
Two areas outside the temperate zone demonstrated the climatic diversity of the Soviet
Union: the Soviet Far East, under the influence of the Pacific Ocean, with a monsoonal
climate; and the subtropical band of territory extending along the southern coast of the
Soviet Union's most popular resort area, Crimea, through the Caucasus and into Soviet
Central Asia, where there were deserts and oases

The Soviet Union was a single-party state ruled by the Communist Party from its
foundation until 1990.[1] Even though the USSR was officially a union of 15 subnational
Soviet republics, its government and economy was highly centralized.
The Russian Revolution of 1917 caused the downfall of the Russian Empire. Following the
Russian Revolution, there was a struggle for power between the Bolshevik party, led by
Vladimir Lenin, and the anti-communist White movement. In December 1922, the
Bolsheviks won the civil war, and the Soviet Union was formed with the merger of the
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, the Transcaucasian Socialist Federative Soviet
Republic, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic.
Following the death of Vladimir Lenin in 1924, Joseph Stalin took power,[2] leading the
USSR through a large-scale industrialization program. Stalin established a planned
economy and suppressed political opposition to him and the Communist party.[2][3]
In June 1941, Nazi Germany and its allies invaded the Soviet Union, breaking the nonaggression pact, which the latter had signed in 1939. After four years of brutal warfare, the
Soviet Union emerged victorious as one of the world's two superpowers, the other being
the United States.
The Soviet Union and its Eastern European satellite states engaged in the Cold War, a
prolonged global ideological and political struggle against the United States and its
Western Bloc allies, which it ultimately lost in the face of economic troubles and both
domestic and foreign political unrest.[4][5] In the late 1980s, the last Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev tried to reform the state with his policies of perestroika and glasnost, but the
Soviet Union collapsed and was formally dissolved in December 1991 after the abortive
August coup attempt.[6] The Russian Federation assumed its rights and obligations.[7
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