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MEANING, NATURE AND COMPONENTS 



•The term environment means surroundings. 

•Environment is a complex of many variables which surrounds 
man as well as all living organisms. 

•Any external force, substance or condition which surrounds 
and affects the life of the organism in any way becomes the 

factor of its environment.  



•The place where an organism lives is called habitat. It is also 
known as milieu which means total set of surroundings. 

•Habitat is a part of the earth’s surface where life originates 
and develops according to geographical conditions. 



Environment is a complex phenomenon of several factors.  
These factors are classified into two groups: 

1)Direct Factors 
2)Indirect Factors 





The components of environment are divided into two parts: 

1)Direct components: these include temperature, moisture,  soils, 
underground water and fertility of soils. 

2)Indirect components: these include structure of the land, height 
above the sea level ,winds and slope. 

 



These are non living or lifeless components which can neither 
be revived or produced. These non living components can be 
divided into three systems which are known as: Lithosphere, 

Atmosphere and Hydrosphere. 



Lithosphere is composed of various components. Among 
these are mineral resources, rocks and soils. 



These are gases, water vapours and particulate matters. Each 
of these has a different percentage of composition in  the 
atmosphere. 



These can be divided into 3 main parts i.e. surface water, 
under ground water and oceanic water. 



It includes all those components which are living. These 
environmental components can be divided into three parts: 
plants, animals and micro-organisms. All these biotic 
components exist on the lithosphere, hydrosphere and 
atmosphere. 



Resource- environment interface requires the proper and 
optimum management of resources. It also takes into 
consideration re-use of resources whenever required and 
steps to be taken to keep the environment safe and free from 
pollution. 



Every aspect of human life depends directly upon resources. So 
it becomes natural to make proper use of resources and learn 
how to preserve and conserve them. 



Misuse of resources has become an alarming subject for the 
generations to come. 

Four aspects have become significant for the present and 
future. 



Due to extensive use of raw materials for industries, the 
equilibrium or ecology of the interior of the earth is shaken. If 
the misuse continues to such a high rate, these resources will 
be extinct. 



The drilling of minerals from mines and their misuse has 
affected the environment badly. The defective methods that 
are put to use for drilling are proving fatal for the 
environment. 



The waste materials too are causing concern to humanity. 
Steps should be taken to discharge these wastes else the 
precious resources like soils and water will be polluted. 



Pollutants are being added to the atmosphere at a very fast 
rate. The radio active materials are also causing concern and 
threat to the atmosphere. 



Natural resources and natural environment are complimentary to each 
other. Misuse of one proves fatal to other. If both of them are affected, 
the whole biotic system undergoes a change for the worst. Proper and 
optimum utilization of natural resources is a must to maintain a balance 
between resources and environment. 


