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Appointment  

 The Governor of a State is appointed by the President. 
 
 The President appoints those persons as governors 

whose names are suggested or recommended to him by 
the Union Council of Ministers. 

 
 As a matter of convention, while making the 

appointment of a State, the Chief Minister of the State is 
invariably consulted. 

 
 Another convention is that governor is generally an 

outsider and does not belong to the state where he is 
appointed.  



Qualifications 

 Must be citizen of India. 

 

 Must have completed the age of 35 years. 

 

 Should not be a member of either house of 
Parliament or of a house of State legislature. 

 

 Should not hold any office of profit. 



Removal of Governor 

 The term of Governor's office is normally 5 
years but it can be terminated earlier by 
1. Dismissal by the President on the 
advice of the Prime Minister of the 
country, at whose pleasure the Governor 
holds office. 
2. Resignation by the governor 

 There is no provision of impeachment, as 
it happens for the President. 



Executive Powers – I 
(Power to Appoint) 

 

 The Governor appoints the Chief Minister 
who enjoys the support of the majority in 
the Vidhan Sabha.  

 The Governor also appoints the other 
members of the Council of Ministers and 
distributes portfolios to them on the 
advice of the Chief Minister.  

 He also appoints the Advocate General 
and the chairman and members of the 
State Public Service Commission.  



Executive Power – II 
(Right to be Informed) 

 Governor has a right to informed by the 
Chief Minister of the State on all decisions 
of the Council of Ministers 

 

 Governor has a right to make a report to 
the President regarding the breakdown of 
constitutional machinery in the State. 

 



Legislative Powers - I  
 The Governor summons the sessions of both 

houses of the state legislature and prorogues 
them. The Governor can even dissolve the 
Vidhan Sabha. These powers are formal and the 
Governor while using these powers must act 
according to the advice of the Council of 
Ministers headed by the Chief Minister. 

 
 The Governor inaugurates the state legislature 

by addressing it after the assembly elections and 
also at the beginning of the first session every 
year. The Governor's address on these occasions 
generally outlines new policies of the state 
government.  

 



Legislative Powers - II 
 A bill that the state legislature has passed, can 

become a law only after the Governor gives 
assent. The Governor can return a bill to the 
state legislature, if it is not a money bill, for 
reconsideration. However, if the state legislature 
sends it back to the Governor for the second 
time, the Governor must assent to it.  

 
 The Governor has the power to reserve certain 

bills for the President.  
 
 When the state legislature is not in session and 

the Governor considers it necessary to have a 
law, then the Governor can promulgate 
ordinances.  



Financial Powers 

 Money bills can be introduced in the State 
Legislative Assembly only on the prior 
recommendation of the Governor. He also 
causes to be laid before the State Legislature 
the annual financial statement which is the State 
Budget.  

 No demand for grant shall be made except on 
his recommendation. 

 He can also make advances out of the 
Contingency Fund of the State to meet any 
unforeseen expenditure. 

 He constitutes the State Finance Commission. 



Judicial Powers 

 The governor of a state has power to 
grant pardon, reprieve, respite to any 
person convicted of any offence against 
law of State List. 

 

 The President consults the Governor in the 
appointment of judges of the High Courts 
and the Governor appoints the judges of 
the District Courts. 

 



Discretionary Powers - I 
          Normally, the Governor has to act on the aid and advice of the 

Council of ministers headed by the Chief Minister. However, there 
are situations when the Governor has to act as per his own 
judgment and take decisions on his own. These are called the 
discretionary powers of the Governor. The Governor exercises them 
in the following cases: 

 

 In the appointment of the Chief Minister of a 
state 

 
 When no party gets a majority in the Vidhan 

Sabha, the Governor can either ask the leader of 
the single largest party or the consensus leader 
of two or more parties (that is, a coalition party) 
to form the government. The Governor then 
appoints the leader of the largest party to Chief 
Minister.  

 



Discretionary Powers - II 

 In informing the President of the failure of 
constitutional machinery in a state 

 

 The Governor may report to the President  that 
a situation has arisen under which the 
Government of the State cannot be carried on in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution. As a result, the State would come 
under President’s rule 

 

 



Special Powers 
during President’s Rule in the State 

 The President’s powers are exercised by 
the Governor. He takes over the reins of 
administration into his own hands. 

 A team of advisors is appointed by the 
President to assist the  Governor in the 
exercise of his functions. 

 The Governor functions without a Council 
of Ministers to aid and advise him. 

 



Position  
(Legal) 

 Governor is the fulcrum of federal system.  
 

 Governor is the guardian of the Constitution in the State. 
 

 Governors exist in the states while Lieutenant-Governors exist in 
union territories and in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.  
 

 The Constitution vests in the Governor all the executive powers of 
the State Government. 
 

 The Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of the states and 
territories of India have similar powers and functions at the state 
level as that of the President of India at Union level.  
 

 The Governor acts as the nominal head whereas the real power 
lies in the hand of the Chief Ministers of the states and the Chief 
Minister's Council of Ministers. 



Position  
Actual  

 
 A puppet in the hands of the Central 

Government. 

 

 Just a figurehead. 

 

 Agent of the ruling party in the Centre. 

 

 A position usually given to retired or defunct 
politicians loyal to the party in power in the 
Centre. 

 



 
Suggestions to Strengthen  
the Office of the Governor 

 Non-political persons of proven public life be appointed 
as Governors. 

 

 Governors should be above party politics. 

 

 The arbitrary removal of the governor should be done 
away with. 

 

 The governor should not have discretionary power to 
appoint Chief Minister. In case of confusion, the majority 
should be decided on the floor of the house.  

 


