


During the last six decades, a large number of approaches 
to the study of International Politics have been 
developed by Scholars of the subject. Before the 
emergence of the ‘Modern scientific approach to the 
study of International Politics’, the classical/Traditional 
approach was exclusively used by the scholars for 
studying the nature and course of international 
relations. Later on, Idealism and Realism emerged on 
the scene and each of these offered a particular view of 
total reality. Each offered a holistic single approach to 
the study of International Relations.  



 Realist approach is an important approach related to the study of 
international Politics. It  based on reality and tries to explain 
International Politics in context to reality. This approach revolves 
around two important elements viz; security and power. The supporters 
of Realist Approach believe that struggle for  power is reality and we 
can not understand International Politics by ignoring this fact. Realist 
Approach is an old theory and it was there even in  18th and 19th 
century. But in International Politics this theory or view point became 
popular after Second world war and scholars like Max Weber, E.H. 
Car, Frederick Schuman, Nicholas Spykman, Reinhold Nicbuhr, 
Arnold Wolfers, Kenneth Thompson, George F. Kennan, Hans J. 
Morgenthau, Henry Kissinger. Hans. J. Morgenthau is considered the 
chief exponent of Realist Approach. He has responsible for building a 
realist model of international  relations which seeks to explain all 
aspects of the struggle for power among nations. 



1. History is witness to it that Humanity by nature is sinful and wicked and is always 
motivated by self interests. 

2. Lust for power and to establish dominance over others has been a major, all important 
and all pervasive fact of human nature. 

3. Human instinct for power is unquenchable 

4. International Politics is struggle for power and it is a war of all against all. 

5. In such circumstances, every nation makes use of power to achieve its national 
interests. 

6. Self –preservation is the law that governs the behaviour of all the states at all the times. 

7. The basic characteristics of international Politics demands that no nation should trust 
other nations for its self preservation and self preservation in no way should be 
entrusted to international Organizations or International Law. 

8.   There is need of self promotion of national interests, therefore, to face possible 
enemies defence  preparendness should always be given priority. 

9.   With the establishment of relations with friendly nations, the capacity of self defence 
should be increased whereas one should never depend them for self defence. 

10. Peace  can be preserved only by management of power through such devices as 
balance of power, Collective security, World Government, Diplomacy, Alliance etc. 



 1. Based on Realism 

 2. Rivalry, strifes and Struggle for Power are natural. 

 3. Importance of Diplomacy 

 4. No importance to ideology 

 5. Close  relationship between Reality and Morality 

 6. Reason based Approach 

 7. Significance of National Interests 



   Morgenthau wrote about Six principles of political Realism in his 
famous book ‘Politics among Nations’. These are the followings: 

                             1. FIRST PRINCIPLE           

1. Objective Laws of  Human nature   

2. Facts of Human Relations 

                            2. SECOND PRINCIPLE 

1. National Interests defined in terms of power 

2. National interests can be secured only through the use of national 
power 

3. Less importance to motive 

4. Less importance to ideology 

5. National interests and National power are the determinants of Foreign 
Policy 

6. Full support of Rational Foreign Policy 

  



                      3. THIRD PRINCIPLE 
 1. Dynamicness of interests 

 2. Continuous evaluation of national interests and National 
power 

                          4. FOURTH PRINCIPLE 

1. Abstract Moral Principle can not be applied to Politics 
2. Prudence alone can be the Guide 
                           5. FIFTH PRINCIPLE 

1. Difference between the moral aspirations of a nation and the 
Universal moral Principles. 

2. Nations  always try to secure National interests and not Moral 
Principles. 

                            6. SIXTH PRINCIPLE 

1. Autonomy of international Politics. 



 1. Over emphasis on power 

 2. Neither fully Empirical nor fully logical 

 3. Importance of values has been Ignored 

 4. Unscientific Approach 

 5. National Power and National interests can not be measured 

 6. Supporter of war 

 7. Ignores the importance of Morality 

 8. Need to establish harmony between Morality and national interests. 

 9. Over importance to Prudence 

 10. Ignores the importance of non-political relations 

 11. Mixture of Realism and  Idealism 

 12. Politics is not Autonomous 

 13. Lack of  Consistency 

 14. Importance of Ideology has been ignored 

 15. Raises new questions. 



 In Political Science the history of Idealism is as old as that of 
Political Science. Famous Greek Philosopher Plato is considered 
the first idealist thinker. The Idealists without bothering for the 
past and present are concerned for the future and they want to lay 
down principles to make the future better. Plato had prepared an 
outline of an idealist State. Similarly, in the  international politics 
the supporters of idealistic view also want to build some 
institutions and principles which become the guide for the 
coming generations and the politics based on power struggle 
could be eliminated. 

     Mahatma Gandhi, Bertrant Russell, Woodrow Wilson, 
Aldous Huxley, William Ladd, Richard Cobben, Margret 
Mead, Herbert Butterfield, E. H.Car, Feviwic,  Hyde, Quancy 
Wright, Colegrove etc are the main supporters of Idealistic 
Approach. 



 1. Human nature is basically good, therefore, an individual helps one another 
and do benevolent functions. 

 2. Basic instinct of individuals to help others makes development possible. 

 3. Bad human behaviour is the product of bad environment and bad institutions 
which encourage an individual to do bad things and indulge in wars. 

 4. Wars represent the worst feature of international relations. 

 5. Wars are not inevitable and the international arrangements which promote 
these can be eliminated. 

 6. War is an international problem and not only national but  global  effects are 
needed to end it. 

 7. International community needed to be restructured to  eliminate institutions 
which promote wars. 

 8.International institutions which are committed to preserve international 
peace, international order, international law should be developed for promoting 
peace, prosperity and development as well as eliminating war, hunger, 
devastation, tyranny, suppression and such other evils from the international 
life. 



 1. Main is good by Nature 

 2. Opposition of Wars 

 3. Power is not central to International Politics 

 4. Value based approach 

 5.Faith in international organizations 

 6. Reject of  totalitarianism 

 7. Supporters of the establishment of World State 

 8. Emphasis on Education, Reason and Science. 



 1. Emphasis on following Moral Principles 

 2.  Establishment of Supra National Institutions 

 3. Legal control of wars 

 4. Establishment of World federation 

 5. Elimination of Weapons 

 6. End of totalitarianism 

 7. Restructuring of international monetary System 

 8.   Support to the principle of self-determination 

 

 



 1. Imaginary view point 

 2. Difficult to implement their Suggestions 

 3.  To obey or not to obey international Laws depend upon the will 

of the States. 

 4. Ineffectiveness of International Organisations 

 5. Over faith in the nature of individual 

 6. Establishment of world federation is just a dream 

 7. Morality and International Politics can not go together 

 8. Ignore power factor 

 9. Worried about uncertain Future 

 10.  Over importance to international institutions. 



 1. Difference about Struggle for power 

 2. Difference about the nature of individual 

 3. Difference about the importance of values 

 4. Difference about the role of Morality 

 5. Difference about national interests 

 6. Difference about Objectives 

 7. Difference in their views about war 

 8. Differences regarding Nationalism 

 9. Difference regarding the methods of peace 
Maintenance 
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