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Meaning 

 Social status is the honor or prestige attached to 
one's position in society (one's social position). It 
may also refer to a rank or position that one holds in 
a group, for example son or daughter, playmate, 
pupil, etc. 

 Social status, the position or rank of a person or 
group within the society, can be determined two 
ways. One can earn their social status by their own 
achievements, which is known as Achieved Status. 
Alternatively, one can be placed in the stratification 
system by their inherited position, which is called 
Ascribed Status.  



Ascribed Status 

    

 

Basis of ascribed status are: 

 

•Sex 

•Age 

•Kinship 

•Racial group 

•Caste group 



Achieved Status 

     Basis of achieved status are: 

• Education 

• Occupation 

• Income 

• Style of life 

 



Factors 

   Social status is a combination of three factors: 
 Indicates the position of a family & its members in the 

social hierarchy of kinship units. 

 Consists of a set of rights & duties.  

 Refers to specific unwritten rules of conduct which can 

be termed as class etiquettes. 

 



Status inconsistency 

 Status inconsistency is a situation where an 

individual's social positions have both positive 

and negative influences on his or her social 

status. For example, a teacher may have a 

positive societal image (respect, prestige) which 

increases their status but may earn little money, 

which simultaneously decreases their status. 



Status Group 

   MAX WEBER also developed the idea of status 
groups. Status groups are communities that are 
based on ideas of proper lifestyles and the 
honor given to people by others. These groups 
only exist because of people's ideas of prestige 
or dishonor. Also, people in these communities 
are only supposed to associate with people of 
like status, and all other people are looked at as 
inferiors. 



Status Set 

 The term was first used by Robert K. Merton 

when he referred to a set of statuses. It is 

believed that there are certain statuses which 

have importance only with regard to certain 

other statuses. Eg. Husband-Wife, Doctor-

Patient 



Status Succession 

 An individual continues to occupy one status 

after another throughout his life. The statuses he 

occupies in succession are known as status 

succession. Eg. An MBBS student, a Junior 

Resident, a Senior Resident, a Consultant.   



Status Conflict & Reversals 

 When an individual occupies more than one 

status, and the norms of the statuses are 

contradictory, then in following the norms of one 

status, he has to violate the norms of 

another.Thus status conflict occurs. 

 Reversal in status means that there is an 

opposition between rights and duties of a status. 

Individuals stand in reverse relationship to each 

other.  



Conclusion 

 Status is an essential element of social 

structure. Both ascription and achievements are 

indispensable for the health of the society in 

which ascribed status helps to provide the 

constancy, achieved status the change. 

Ascribed status helps in integrating individual 

personality.  
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