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Perception

Perception is the experience of objects and 

events in the environment. 

 It is the procedure by which we try to 

gather and interpret information about 

the environment that surrounds us. 
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Perception Defined

 It can be defined as organizing, 

interpreting, and giving meaning to what 

sense organs initially process.

 Sensations are simple sensory 

experiences, while perceptions are 

complex constructions of simple 

elements joined through association. 
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Sensation &  Perception

Sensation 

1. Light bounces off an Object

2. Light forms image on retina

3. Image generates electrical  signals in 
receptors

4. Signals travel along nerve fibers to the 
brain...

Perception

 Signals are processed and you “perceive” 
Object
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Sensation &  Perception
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The Perception Process

 Feedback about ourselves and others

 Not always based on true picture of 

reality

 We behave as thou our perceptions are 

real
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Attributes to Perception

 Raw Data: 

- The information we experience

 Mental Process

- Is unseen but affected by things

 The End Product 

- Our perception, sensing or 

interpretation of our experience
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Perceptual Process

Perceptual process include three main 

functions:

 Where is the object? Related to the location of 

object (space or depth perception)

 Where it is going? (movement perception)

 What it is? How do we recognize an object? 

(form perception)
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Factors Influencing Perception

 Motives

 Emotion

 Attitudes

 Culture

 Familiarity

 Perceptual Set 

 Personality, Values and Perceptual Defense
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Illusions – The False Perceptions 

 An illusion is a false perception in that it 
differs from actual physical state of the 
perceived object. 

Vertical-Horizontal Illusion                    Muller-Lyer Illusion
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The Logic of Perception

Everyday perception and overt perceptual 

problem solving seem to be governed by 

a series of logical principles:

1. The solution must provide a coherent 

explanation for all the information 

contained within the visual scene.

2. It must avoid contradiction.

3. It must avoid interpretations of the 

world that are unlikely.
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Perceptual Problem Solving 

These figures are 2-D drawings, but we perceived 

them as solid, 3-D shapes despite their impossibility.

When logic fails, impossible figures can be 

perceived…
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Thank  You
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